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assailed by a wave of heavy perfume, was swimming a little.
" Evidently I've overdone it," thought Wazemmes; " and it isn't very well distributed."
But the scent had made its way far enough to be likely, at no matter what point, to cover less elegant odours. His whole body felt more confident, as though he were wearing a mask. As for his clothes, it would be devilish bad luck if the discharges of " April Smile," which kept on spraying them like a machine-gun, did not get the better of sweat and grease.
" Yes, here you are. . . . You didn't ring opposite ? Good. Be quick and come in. There are so many people in these houses that you can't stop a couple of minutes on the landing without somebody passing. The concierge didn't ask you anything ? "
" Oh, but what a scent there is off you 1 Isn't that nice of him ? He smells like a courtesan. You weren't as perfumed as that in the 'bus, were you? I should have noticed it-and so would all the other passengers. So you put that on to come and see me ? That's what I call real politeness. Let me hang up your hat here. If it will stick. No, it won't Let's put it down here. This way. It's not very big, this place of mine. The best thing about it is the view I have over the garden.
" Oh, but this is really unbelievable ! You simply fill the , whole place with the smell of you. It's just like when you break a bottle of eau-de-Cologne in your trunk. What on earth is it ? What do you call the stuff? * April Smile 1 * Isn't that nice ? You're an April smile yourself. Sit down here. Really, I rather like a scent that's a bit common. Those high-brow scents - they make me think of a business man making love. It's hypocrisy. Because really scent is only intended for one thing - just to excite you. I know very well that you can be terribly excited by a delicate scent; and with those that aren't, when there's too much of them, where they really give you a pain is in the heart. . . . Ha ! ha! ha!